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in some respects, a real reformation took place. In regard to Ire- 
land, the suppression of monasteries ; the removal from churches of 
images, relics, and other objects of superstition ; and the plans for 
national education, were decided and considerable improvements. — 
Add to this, tliat Henry's plans of reform, or if we prefer the term, 
of innovation, gave a salutary impulse to the public mind. Hitherto, 
men had not been allowed to question the claims of Popery ; now 
they were permitted to canvass, and called upon to reject a part at 
least of the system : and when once investigaUon commences, it 
is not easy to set bounds to inquiry. Henry proposed a partial 
scheme of reformation, but many of his subjects proceeded much far- 
ther than was either expected or desired. On the whole, as was intimat- 
ed in the first article on this subject, a variety of causes totally inde- 
pendent of Henry or of Luther, combined to produce the Reforma- 
tion. Had the Romish religion been founded in truth, and admini- 
stered with wisdom, neither Luther nor Henry, could have changed 
the minds of men. The revival of arts and learning, by revealing the 
errors and abuses of the system, produced the result in question.-— 
Luther and Henry were but agents in the work. Tims the cause of 
the decline of Popery may be virtually resolved into its errors, its 
excesses and abuses. The re-action which is occasioned by oppres- 
sion, is, in all cases, one of the strong-holds of liberty. The political 
tyrant produces the patriot ; the spiritual tyrant calls forth the re- 
former. This suggests an obvious lesson to all persons in authority, 
a lesson of incalculable importance, namely, that power is not likely 
to be stable, unless it be founded on justice, and exercised with mild- 
ness. Nor is this lesson confined merely to those in high stations ; 
persons in all ranks should be impressed by it, with the conviction, 
that moderation and respect for the rights, and privileges, and feel- 
ings of those around them, are essential requisites for obtaining com- 
fort and success in life. F — . 

(TO BE CONTINOED.) 
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